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March 2008
Mung Beans & Mould

Well, you can rely on the stock market to behave itself just as you’re about to retire, brilliant!!! It’s obviously all been caused by Co2 emissions, I’m amazed that nobody else has realized it yet. Troutbridges ‘bill of fayre’ now mainly consists of:

· curried mung beans

·  curried mung beans with mould,

· Curried mould with a hint of mung bean

·  Mould au Van (scraped-off the marina van)

· Mould du Jour (freshly scraped from overhead your table)

· Mung frites (sans frites)

· Lobster thermostat with freshly caught Guernsey lobster, advance notice required (with a mung & mould side salad)

Anyway, things are afoot, I’ve finally got the computer to talk to the sat phone, the sat phone to talk to the Internet and much to my surprise I can also make and receive calls! Blimey Guv’nor!!!

This morning I fitted the new impeller quick-remove covers – yes Steve, I did remember to switch off the water inlet before removing the old covers and yes, I did switch the water inlet back on before starting the engines to test for leaks (look, just stop nagging, will you!!).

A very nice man (Mike Dawson ~ ask for him if you’re on your boat in Guernland and need some work doing) has just finished fitting the new anchor mounting and we’re about to site the attachments for the para-anchor (which has arrived and very impressive it is too. I don’t think it’ll be possible to use it for parascending off the back of the boat but if anybody wants to volunteer I’m sure the pictures would be worth seeing). That will leave the mast attachments for the whisker pole and the wind generator mounting pole, work starting tomorrow (wed). I now have the correct pole but I’m sure there will be a few ‘problems’ along the way. Photos for your amusement below.
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Now, that’s an anchor! None of your poofy CQR, Deltas, Spades…no sir, that there is a ROCNA (just hope the bugger does what it says on the box!)
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Wire jackstays finally fitted (wire-locked and loctited for those who doubt my attention to engineering detail). Although I was kindly given some web safety lines (waddya mean, they were my birthday present!) I decided that wire was probably more UV resistant and a bit safer, if not so easy underfoot.
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Access to the bow section.
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Backing plate for one of the eye mounts for the para-anchor
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Deck eye-mount
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With the bridle line attached.
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OK, not my pictures, but you get the idea. The anchor is attached to a 380ft line, which is attached to a bridle system (each arm 20ft). To deploy it sling the whole lot off the bow (attaching it first), retire below and drink heavily until the storm passes!

In the meantime, I’ve just amused myself by crawling into confined spaces and clearing a blocked sink-pipe, drain clearer having failed! The outlet pipes are a sensible diameter but they lead into a restricted skin fitting, which caused the problem. Note to self (and crew) ‘real’ tea is much nicer but DO NOT wash tea leaves down the sink!! Well, I suppose I’m learning a lot about the boat in the process.
De Recent Weather, mon!

Well, it’s been a bit blustery in the old marina just recently! In fact, I’ve never seen standing waves in Beaucette before. Unfortunately, I didn’t have my camera fired up when that happened, but I took a couple of shots of the recent ‘high tide/low pressure scenario (950 hecta-wotsits and 10.8 metre tide). I couldn’t actually get off the pontoon at high water because the gangway connecting the pontoon to dry land was angled down and the bottom third was underwater! (My excuse for being late into the office).
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Quite a climb up onto the walkway for a little bloke with short legs!
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Not a great piccie, but to the right of the boat there should be a wall, not water!
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The green objects are fuel tanks. Normally, even at high water you look up at them!!!.

And finally…..

Boat email address: (no attachments, no forwarding emails). All small case
Troutbridge [AT] mailasail [dot] com
I’ll still be keeping this email address

Me [AT] googlemail [DOT]com

But I may not be able to access it unless I get wifi or go to an internet café. I won’t access it at sea via the sat phone

Sat phone number: (not using yet, getting an international SIM card for the mobile).

+88163164181

I will have a new mobile number, let you have it next (the last) newsletter. It will be an Isle of Man number so for landline users it should count as a UK call.

Nobody really interested in crewing this summer then? Rotating  Steve wants to do a bit of day sailing in the UK before setting out across the Atlantic (can’t imagine why () Abbey I think wants to ‘do’ Biscay ….. anybody else  fancy a jaunt on the old briny?

I’ve emailed the insurance company to get the area extended as far south as the Canaries and pre-warned them to start looking for Atlantic /Caribbean insurance. Found some interesting new (to me) areas in the Caribbean to take a look at. One actually isn’t in the Caribbean but a bit further south, Guyana. Apparently the best cruising area is about 40 miles up the Esquibo river. Very unspoilt as they’re just starting to develop a tourist industry, and not the mosquito-ridden swamp that you might imagine. Dick met a couple in Southampton, both from ~Guyana and they confirmed that the area is a well -kept secret. 

Another recommended area to explore is the Columbian coast (really) and also Panama itself (the country, not the Canal). Panama stretches for about 350nm, from the San Blas Isles to Bocas Del Toro, which is apparently a superb area to explore, about 50 small islands and cays. Further on there’s Costa Rica to stock up on coffee! But then you’d have to backtrack to the Canal.

In Columbia you ask for ‘Velasqueth’ and say Johnny English sent you. 

